
Regular Selectboard Meeting 1 

Large Conference Room – Town offices 2 

Tuesday, June 25, 2019 3 

Meeting Minutes 4 

 5 

 6 

Members Present: Brian Carpenter, Heather Seeley, Lindsey Fuentes-George, Victor 7 

Nuovo, Laura Asermily and Farhad Khan.  Nick Artim was absent. 8 

 9 

Staff Present:  Town Manager Kathleen Ramsay and Director of Public Works Planning 10 

Dan Werner  11 

 12 

Also present were interested citizens. 13 

 14 

The meeting was televised on MCTV by Jim Corbett. 15 

 16 

1.  Call to Order 17 

 18 

Brian Carpenter called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 19 

 20 

2.  Approval of Agenda 21 

 22 

Khan made the motion to approve the agenda and Fuentes-George seconded the 23 

motion. The motion carried with 6 in favor, 1 absent. MOTION PASSED. 24 

 25 

3.  Approval of Minutes of June 4, 2019, June 11, 2019 and June 17, 2019 26 

Selectboard Meetings 27 

 28 

Asermily made the motion to approve the June 4, 2019 minutes, seconded by Seeley.  29 

The minutes were approved as presented with 5 in favor, 1 abstention (Khan) and 1 30 

absent. MOTION PASSED 31 

 32 

Asermily made the motion to approve the June 11, 2019 minutes, seconded by Seeley.  33 

The minutes were approved as presented with 6 in favor, 1 absent.  MOTION PASSED. 34 

 35 

Khan made the motion to approve the June 17, 2019 minutes, seconded by Seeley.  36 

The minutes were approved as presented with 6 in favor, 1 absent.  MOTION PASSED. 37 

 38 

4. Citizen Comment 39 

 40 

Roger Cole, a resident at the Residence at Otter Creek, spoke to the Board about the 41 

traffic lights at Middle Rd North/Route 7 and the one at Hannaford’s shopping plaza.  He 42 

feels they are both very out dated and the timing is off causing large traffic backups on 43 

Route 7 during the morning hours before school.  He feels this reflects badly on 44 

Middlebury and feels something could be done to fix this.  He said the Police 45 

Department told him there had been other complaints, but he doesn’t believe a record 46 
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had been kept of these complaints, and felt there were others with the same concern.   47 

Cole also mentioned the bad condition of the roads in the downtown area and the Route 48 

7 section.  49 

 50 

Seeley said she had spoke with Town Manager Ramsay and Director of Public Works 51 

Planning Dan Werner about those lights, but they are under the control by Vermont 52 

Agency of Transportation (VTrans) and not the Town.  She said VTrans has made some 53 

adjustments to the lights before, but they may need to have some additional 54 

adjustments made.   She also told Mr. Cole that the Court Street area and other areas 55 

of town are scheduled to be paved by VTrans in 2021.  She told him that this has been 56 

discussed in the Infrastructure Committee meeting and if the condition worsened, we 57 

might need to do something sooner. 58 

 59 

Carpenter said this would be discussed with Public Works and see what could be done, 60 

and the Town is working on the traffic signals that we control. 61 

 62 

5. Tree Warden Chris Zeoli regarding recommendation for treating Ash Trees on 63 

the Green with organic pesticide intended to protect the 64 

Trees from the Emerald Ash Borer 65 

 66 

Middlebury Tree Warden Chris Zeoli proposed to proactively treat two ash trees on the 67 

Town green as a preventative measure against the Emerald Ash Borer (EAB).  He said 68 

the two trees they are proposing to treat are both healthy and in a prominent location.  69 

Zeoli said multiple people he’s spoken with recommend the tried and true product called 70 

“Triage”.  He said there is also an effective organic product that has a good reputation, 71 

but is more expensive and doesn’t do as thorough a job. 72 

 73 

Nuovo voiced his concern over the toxicity of the products, even though they are 74 

injected into the tree and aren’t sprayed, he feels this chemical doesn’t just stay in the 75 

tree. He didn’t want to create another environmental problem by using this, and Zeoli 76 

said he couldn’t say that this wasn’t the case.  Zeoli said at this point we’re only talking 77 

about two trees, and going forward we would need to look carefully before deciding how 78 

many others to treat, due to cost and toxicity. 79 

 80 

Khan asked about the trees on private property that might not be treated.  Zeoli said as 81 

long as the treated trees continue to be treated, and infestation from other trees would 82 

not damage them. 83 

 84 

Asermily thought the Tree Committee hadn’t wanted to go in this direction because it 85 

kills all other bugs as well as EAB, and why wouldn’t you just replace the trees that 86 

might get infected.  She wondered what Zeoli had learned from the other communities 87 

that have dealt with EAB, and he said what they’ve said is they wish they’d treated more 88 

trees, and never did they say they wish they’d treated less.  Judy Wiger-Grohs said that 89 

whatever feeds on the treated tree is affected by the pesticide, but it is a fairly minimal 90 

impact compared to some other environmental impacts.  She said if an ash tree goes 91 

untreated, its mortality rate is 100% and the loss of untreated trees has more of an 92 
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impact on the habitat for many species.  She said there are ash trees throughout the 93 

Recreation Park, and the decision will need to be made whether to treat those trees or if 94 

they will be removed and replaced with something else.  95 

 96 

Seeley said the Infrastructure Committee had asked the Tree Committee to come up 97 

with a recommendation for the Selectboard, and she will support their recommendation. 98 

 99 

There was some debate whether or not it was too late in the season to use the organic 100 

treatment and if the company can get here in time to treat them. 101 

 102 

Seeley moved to approve the plan presented by Middlebury Tree Warden Chris Zeoli to 103 

preventively treat designated ash trees on the Town Green with the treatment 104 

determined to be the best to protect them from infestation by the Emerald Ash Borer. 105 

Nuovo seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 6 in favor, 1 absent.  MOTION 106 

PASSED. 107 

 108 

6. Library Director Dana Hart, Request for Public Assemblage Permit to  109 

Possess and serve alcohol for an event at the Library on October 3, 2019. 110 

 111 

Carpenter stated that Ilsley Library Director Dana Hart has requested permission to 112 

serve wine at a Friends of Ilsley Library event in October.  The authority for Dana’s 113 

request comes from the Vermont Department of Liquor Control (DLC), which has 114 

established a special alcohol permit category for art galleries, book stores, museums 115 

and libraries.  116 

 117 

Fuentes-George made the motion to authorize Town Manager Kathleen Ramsay to sign 118 

an Assemblage Permit from Ilsley Library requesting approval to serve wine at a 119 

Friends of Ilsley Library event on Thursday, October 3, 2019. Nuovo seconded the 120 

motion.  The motion carried with 6 in favor, 1 absent.  MOTION PASSED. 121 

 122 

7.  Creek Road Task Force – Set Charge and Appoint Members 123 

 124 

Seeley said she and Peter DeGraff had worked on a timeline and a draft charge for the 125 

group. The Charge is “Expand on the work and analysis by Peter DeGraff to identify and 126 

recommend a course of action for Creek Road. This will include identifying the specifics 127 

of each option presented, answering outstanding questions and evaluating each option 128 

in an evaluative matrix.”  She said this matrix would be for the purpose of helping the 129 

Task Force to make a recommendation to the Selectboard, but the Selectboard could 130 

decide to take it further.  Seeley reviewed the names of potential task force members 131 

with the Board and their availability. Seeley said they are hoping to have a 132 

recommendation to the Board by December. 133 

 134 

Following further discussion, Asermily moved to appoint Luther Tenny, Dean George, 135 

Dean Rheaume, Peter DeGraff and Heather Seeley to the Creek Road Task Force.  136 

Fuentes-George seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 6 in favor, 1 absent.  137 

MOTION PASSED. 138 
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 139 

Nuovo made the motion to approve the Selectboard’s charge for the Creek Road Task 140 

Force, as discussed.  Khan seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 6 in favor, 1 141 

absent.  MOTION PASSED. 142 

 143 

8. Discussion of Ad Hoc Plastic Bag Ordinance Committee  144 

in light of enactment of State Plastic Bag Ban Statute. 145 

 146 

Carpenter said on June 17th, Governor Scott signed into law S.113, which creates a 147 

statewide prohibition for retailers and food establishments against providing plastic 148 

carry-out bags and other single-use products at the point of sale.  He said now the 149 

Board needs to decide if they want to charge the new Plastic Bag Ordinance Committee 150 

with educating and preparing our community for the new Statute.   151 

 152 

Nuovo said the Committee could explain to themselves, the Board and community why 153 

this is an important Statute and to help the merchants and community to deal with the 154 

new law.   Carpenter said he was thinking they could educate on what the law is and 155 

how it applies to merchants and shoppers, and how the Town can facilitate in this next 156 

year before the law goes into effect.   157 

 158 

Asermily said it could work either way, whether they were a Town committee or an ad 159 

hoc committee.  She said the Town could be the receiver for any grant funds that could 160 

help with the education and replacement of plastic bags.  She said Amy McAninch is a 161 

representative to Addison County Solid Waste, and they have an outreach program. 162 

       163 

Khan made the motion that since S.113 has become State Law, that the Plastic Bag 164 

Committee be disbanded. Seeley seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 6 in 165 

favor, 1 absent.  MOTION PASSED. 166 

 167 

9. Director of Public Works Planning Dan Werner with an  168 

Update on and recommendations from the 169 

 Infrastructure Committee Meeting of June 13, 2019 170 

 171 

Werner presented the Board with the background on the following contracts 172 

recommended for approval by the Infrastructure Committee. 173 

 174 

9.a.  Recommendation on Police Department Insulation Contractor 175 

 176 

Werner said two bids were received for the insulation project at the Police Department, 177 

and both received good recommendations.  He is requesting the Board support the 178 

Infrastructure Committee recommendation to award the bid to Vermont Foam Insulation, 179 

Co. 180 

 181 

Asermily made the motion to award a contract for the Police Department insulation 182 

project to low-bidder Vermont Foam Insulation, Inc. for a total cost of $5,785.  Fuentes-183 
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George seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 6 in favor, 1 absent.  MOTION 184 

PASSED. 185 

 186 

9.b.  Old Wastewater Treatment Facility Building Re-Use Project 187 

 188 

Werner said the next three contracts are for the Reuse Project at the old Wastewater 189 

Plant consisting of renovation of the control building, sand filter building, a new blast 190 

building for hazardous materials and the in-fill project for the Police Department. 191 

 192 

i. Recommendation on Architectural Contract 193 

 194 

He said the Infrastructure Committee is recommending awarding the contract to 195 

Vermont Integrated Architects (VIA) to get us to the point we can go to bid in December. 196 

 197 

Seeley moved to award the contract for architectural design services for the old 198 

Wastewater Treatment Facility Control Building Reuse Project and the window infill and 199 

replacement portion of the Police Department Building Energy Conservation Initiative to 200 

VIA through Phase 5 (Construction Documentation) of the project proposal, for a total 201 

cost of $45,310.  Nuovo seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 6 in favor, 1 202 

absent.  MOTION PASSED. 203 

 204 

ii. Recommendation on Engineering Contract 205 

 206 

Werner said this recommendation is for the civil engineering services from Otter Creek 207 

Engineering, and the main part of this contract would be a survey of the site.  He said 208 

one issues to be resolved is how the demolition of the digester, control building and 209 

tanks impact stormwater around the control building.  He said they are also looking to 210 

upgrade the water line that goes through this area. 211 

 212 

Seeley moved to award the Civil Engineering Services Contract to Otter Creek 213 

Engineering for survey and civil/site engineering assistance for the Adaptive Re-use 214 

Project through Phase 3 (Final Design) of OCE’s project proposal, for a total cost of 215 

$16,800. Nuovo seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 6 in favor, 1 absent.  216 

MOTION PASSED. 217 

 218 

iii. Recommendation on Structural Engineering Contract 219 

 220 

Werner said the final contract is for structural engineering services from Engineering 221 

Ventures.  He said they have been involved in this project since the beginning and their 222 

proposal gets us through Phase 3 to a point where we have costs identified and can 223 

make some decisions in December. 224 

 225 

Seeley moved to award the Structural Engineering Contract to Engineering Ventures 226 

(EV) for services for the Adaptive Re-use Project and window infill at the Police 227 

Department as part of the Police Department Building Energy Conservation Initiative 228 

through Phase 3 (Construction Documents) of EV’s project proposal, for a total cost of 229 
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$11,500. Nuovo seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 6 in favor, 1 absent.  230 

MOTION PASSED. 231 

 232 

9.c.  Recommendation on FY20 Water & Wastewater Budgets and Rates 233 

 234 

Werner said the proposed budget is $1,473,805.  He said one significant change is the 235 

increase of $109,800 in Capital Improvements to begin banking funds for future water 236 

projects, and he is proposing adding this same amount into the Water Capital 237 

Improvements for the next 5-years.  Werner said we currently budget $235,000 for 238 

Capital Improvements, but we have shown the need for around $784,000 per year, so 239 

that is the reasoning behind increasing Capital Improvements by $109,800 per year for 240 

the next 5 years to reach that needed amount. 241 

 242 

Werner reviewed the proposed water rates to generate these funds requires an 243 

increase in the base rate from $43.74 to $50.00, and an increase in the user charge 244 

from $3.04/1,000 gallons to $3.43/1,000 gallons.  He said this would make the average 245 

(9,300 gallons) charge go from $63.79 to $72.01.  He said by breaking it down on a 246 

monthly basis, the average water rate would go from $21.26 to $24.00.  He said if we 247 

stick with the 5-year plan to increase the Capital Improvements budget, the water bills 248 

would go from being $255 annually to $543.  249 

 250 

Carpenter pointed out that these rate increases would need to be approved annually. 251 

 252 

Seeley moved to approve an FY20 Water Fund Budget of $1,473,805. Khan seconded 253 

the motion.  The motion carried with 6 in favor, 1 absent.  MOTION PASSED. 254 

 255 

Seeley made the motion to approve an FY20 water base rate of $50 for in-town users 256 

and a water base rate of $55 for out-of-town users, and a usage rate of $3.43 per 1,000 257 

gallons for in-town users and $3.63 per 1,000 gallons for out of-town users. Nuovo 258 

seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 6 in favor, 1 absent. MOTION PASSED. 259 

 260 

Werner said the Wastewater Budget for FY20 is $2,773,015, which is a $73,741 261 

increase over FY19, and the majority of that is an increase of $62,772 in the Capital 262 

Improvements Budget.   He said they are proposing just a slight change to the Base 263 

Rate from $29.00 to $30.00 and to leave the usage rates the same.   264 

 265 

Seeley moved to approve an FY20 Wastewater Fund Budget of $2,773,015. Khan 266 

seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 6 in favor, 1 absent.  MOTION PASSED. 267 

 268 

Seeley moved to approve an FY20 minimum base rate of $30 per quarter and a usage 269 

rate of $6.78 per 1,000 gallons.  Nuovo seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 6 270 

in favor.  MOTION PASSED. 271 

 272 

 273 

 274 

 275 
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9.d.  Recommendation on Sidewalk Replacement Contractor 276 

 277 

Werner said they have two bids for sidewalk replacements.  He said there is $70,000 in 278 

the budget for sidewalks, so they have eliminated some areas of sidewalk from their bid 279 

list to bring the total under that amount. 280 

 281 

Seeley moved to award a contract to Aker Excavating for the 2019 Sidewalk 282 

Replacements Project for a total cost of $68,180, with the adjustments to the project list 283 

as recommended by the Infrastructure Committee on June 13th. Khan seconded the 284 

motion.  The motion carried with 6 in favor, 1 absent.  MOTION PASSED. 285 

 286 

9.e.  Recommendation on Cady Road Engineering Contract 287 

 288 

Werner said we were successful in obtaining a Better Roads Grant of $60,000 to 289 

replace one of the two culverts on Cady Road.  He said the Infrastructure Committee is 290 

recommending approving the contract for Green Mountain Engineering through the bid 291 

process. 292 

 293 

Khan asked about the other culvert, and Werner said the 2nd culvert to be replaced is a 294 

more expensive project, so next year he would apply for the Culvert Structures Grant 295 

that is an 80-20 split and is better for higher cost projects.    296 

 297 

Seeley moved to award the engineering services contract for the Cady Road Culvert 298 

Replacement Project to Green Mountain Engineering, through Item 9 (Advertisement for 299 

Bid) in GME’s project proposal, for a total cost of $14,200.  Nuovo seconded the motion.  300 

The motion carried with 6 in favor, 1 absent.  MOTION PASSED. 301 

 302 

9.f.   Recommendation on Traffic Signal Equipment Improvements at Academy 303 

Street/South Main Street & Elm Street/North Pleasant Street Intersections 304 

 305 

Werner said the loops in the pavement at these intersections are damaged and are 306 

causing the traffic light timing to not function efficiently, so this proposal is to install 307 

radar sensors at these three intersections.  He said these are Wavetronic sensors that 308 

are used by the State as well, and the bid includes 7 sensors and hardware, plus a loop 309 

detector for a private driveway at the Academy Street light. 310 

 311 

Fuentes-George asked about servicing these units.  Werner said the company would 312 

need to come, but we don’t expect issues for a very long time with these sensors.  He 313 

said these sensors also pick up pedestrians and bikes. 314 

 315 

Dean Rheaume said he remembered at one time the light at Academy Street was 316 

supposed to be temporary, so wondered about investing this much money at this 317 

intersection if the light was temporary.  Seeley said she can’t imagine not having a light 318 

at that busy intersection, with traffic trying to come from RT 125 and Carpenter agreed 319 

with her.   320 

 321 
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There was also discussion over traffic lights going into a flashing phase after a certain 322 

time of nights.   323 

 324 

Seeley moved to award the contract for signalization improvements to the intersections 325 

of Academy St. & South Main St., Elm St. & North Pleasant St. and Mary Hogan Drive 326 

at Court Street to the low bidder East Coast Signals for a not-to-exceed cost of $58,000, 327 

including installation. Khan seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 6 in favor, 1 328 

absent.  MOTION PASSED. 329 

 330 

Carpenter asked about the lights the State controls at Middle Road North intersection 331 

with Court Street that Roger Cole had mentioned under Citizen Comments.  Carpenter 332 

said maybe they could put radars on this light as well, and Seeley said the timing seems 333 

to be out of sync with the light at the Hannaford Plaza.  Khan said Cole was particularly 334 

concerned about traffic backing up on Route 7 during certain times of the day.  Werner 335 

said he would ask them to check the timing. 336 

 337 

10. Vermont Gas Request for Utility Easement on the  338 

Goodrich Farm Property (formerly Seeley Farm Property) 339 

 340 

Tom Murray from Vermont Gas, gave the Board some history on the Goodrich Farm 341 

Renewable Natural Gas Project in Salisbury.  He said one of the Goodrich Farm parcels 342 

they will be constructing on is encumbered by a Conservation Easement from the Town, 343 

the Middlebury Area Land Trust (MALT) and the Vermont Housing and Conservation 344 

Board (VHCB).  He said the MALT Board had met today and approved the easement 345 

with two edits that included a small typo and an abandonment plan stating the line 346 

would be capped off in the event it is abandoned.  He said all other permits with the 347 

State are in place and now only need approval of the easement from the Town and 348 

VHCB so they can begin work in late July. 349 

 350 

Khan moved to endorse the request from Vermont Gas Systems for a Utility Easement 351 

on a parcel owned by the Goodrich Farm and with a Conservation Easement held by 352 

the Town and other legal entities, pending confirmation from MALT that it will support 353 

the easement request and pending successful review and approval of the Easement 354 

Deed by Town Counsel. Nuovo seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 4 in 355 

favor, 1 opposed (Seeley), 1 abstention (Asermily) and 1 absent.  MOTION CARRIED  356 

 357 

Khan moved to authorize Town Manager Kathleen Ramsay to work with Town Counsel 358 

to initiate the required 30-day Section 1061 public notification process for the 359 

conveyance of a real estate interest held by the Town on the Goodrich Farm property. 360 

Nuovo seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 4 in favor, 1 opposed (Seeley) 1 361 

abstention (Asermily) and 1 absent.  MOTION CARRIED  362 

 363 

 364 

 365 

 366 
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11. Exchange Street Bike-Ped Project Grant Application – Letter acknowledging 367 

the Town’s commitment to provide funding for the  368 

local match and future maintenance of the project. 369 

 370 

Ramsay said one of the components of the Bike-Ped Grant Application is a Letter of 371 

Support from the Selectboard agreeing to provide the required 20% matching funds and 372 

the agreement to assume the responsibility for maintaining the sidewalk once it’s 373 

complete. 374 

 375 

She said the $2.5 million budget is higher than the budget in the past, so she’s asking 376 

Mike Winslow of Addison Country Regional Planning to compare the VTrans cost/lineal 377 

foot to the Pulp Mill Bridge/Seymour Street sidewalk cost/lineal foot.  She is hoping to 378 

get that budget amount reduced.  She said we had previously estimated this same 379 

length of sidewalk construction to be around $1 million.  Ramsay said in the grant 380 

application will provide some logical stopping points for the sidewalk along Exchange 381 

Street so the project can be scaled back. 382 

 383 

Asermily moved to approve the letter of support for the Town’s 2019 VTrans Bike-Ped 384 

Program grant application seeking $2,576,500 in funding to design and construct the 385 

final segment of the Exchange Street Sidewalk Project, including the Town’s 386 

commitment to provide the required 20% local match. Khan seconded the motion.  The 387 

motion carried with 6 in favor, 1 absent.  MOTION PASSED. 388 

 389 

Seeley said she is really struggling with this project and this amount of money.  She 390 

said she’d like to see the biking community put something into the system to help pay 391 

for some of this infrastructure.  Asermily said this area is so developed now and thinks 392 

this project is needed, and suggested maybe there could be a registration fee for 393 

electric assist bicycles.  Carpenter said he’s having sticker shock on the project, and 394 

there would have to be a big discussion on it.  Seeley said with this grant application 395 

we’re committing to a 20% match, which may mean delaying other projects. 396 

 397 

12. Authorize Year-end Transfers as requested by 398 

 Accounting Services Manager Jackie Sullivan 399 

 400 

The Board approved a list of fiscal year-end budget transfers in the General Fund, 401 

Water Fund and Sewer Fund to accurately reflect where funds appropriated during the 402 

year for various projects were actually spent. 403 

 404 

Seeley moved to approve the fiscal year-end capital improvement closeout entries, as 405 

presented. Nuovo seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 6 in favor, 1 absent.  406 

MOTION PASSED. 407 

 408 

13.  May 31, 2019 Year-to-date Budget Reports 409 

 410 

Ramsay reported that with one month left to go in the FY19 budget, 92% of the way 411 

through the fiscal year, we are 90% expended, compared to are 94% expended last 412 
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year at the same time.  She said both the Police and Recreation Departments are 413 

reporting they are under budget, whereas Public Works will be over expended due to 414 

the rough winter conditions. Ramsay noted that the Recreation Department budget is 415 

71% expended year to date, compared to 94% expended last year at this time. 416 

 417 

She said on the revenue side, the Local Option Tax receipts were just a hair over $1 418 

million compared to $995,000 last year.  She said she will adjust her 5-year rolling 419 

average from $929,000 to $952,000.  She said the interest earnings were also good this 420 

past year compared to past years. She said we budgeted $10,000 for the General Fund 421 

interest revenue and have actually seen $70,000 year-to-date.   422 

 423 

She said the Equipment Fund was hard hit with repairs this past year, but we have 424 

budgeted more for this coming year and are trying to get back on track on our 425 

replacement of equipment so there isn’t the need for so many repairs. 426 

 427 

Ramsay also reported the Water Fund will be over-budget, but we are in better shape 428 

than last year, and the Sewer Fund had some pump station repairs and other repairs 429 

that will push this over budget as well. 430 

 431 

14. Pulp Mill Bridge Road and Seymour Street Sidewalk –  432 

Construction Oversight Amendment 1 433 

 434 

Ramsay said this amendment will fund an additional two weeks of inspection services 435 

by Dubois & King needed to see the project through to completion. 436 

 437 

Khan made the motion to approve the proposed Amendment No. 1 to DuBois & King, 438 

Inc. Agreement for Construction Inspection Services for the Pulp Mill Bridge & Seymour 439 

Street Sidewalk Project for an amount not to exceed $8,438, and authorize Town 440 

Manager Kathleen Ramsay to sign the proposed amendment. Asermily seconded the 441 

motion.  The motion carried with 6 in favor, 1 absent.  MOTION PASSED. 442 

 443 

15.  Approval of Check Warrants 444 

 445 

Seeley moved to approve total expenditures in the amount of $418,717.12, consisting of 446 

$296,845.78 for accounts payable, and $121,871.34 for payroll, for the period June 18, 447 

2019 through June 25, 2019. 448 

 449 

16. Town Manager’s Report 450 

 451 

Under her Town Manager’s Report, Kathleen Ramsay informed the Board that the 452 

Planning and Zoning Office is amending its Construction and Development Fee 453 

Schedule to reflect increases in Town Clerk Recording Fees that will take effect 454 

statewide on July 1st.  The addition of Town Clerk Recording Fees to the schedule will 455 

help ensure that the Planning & Zoning Office recovers staff and material costs 456 

associated with carrying out its functions, she said. 457 

 458 

http://www.townofmiddlebury.org/document_center/Selectboard%20Meeting%20Packets/2019/17%20-%20June%2025%20SB%20Packet/16b%20-%20Amendment%20to%20Construction%20&%20Development%20Fees.pdf
http://www.townofmiddlebury.org/document_center/Selectboard%20Meeting%20Packets/2019/17%20-%20June%2025%20SB%20Packet/16b%20-%20Amendment%20to%20Construction%20&%20Development%20Fees.pdf
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 459 

17. Board Member Concerns 460 

 461 

Asermily mentioned the recent Ilsley Library outreach efforts at the Farmer’s Market and 462 

how is a good way to provide services beyond the downtown during the construction.  463 

She is also glad that the Farmer’s Market would be at Bundle on Thursdays, which will 464 

bring it into the downtown.    465 

 466 

Asermily also suggested a thermostat policy to keep Town buildings at 75 degrees for 467 

conservation and so it doesn’t shock human bodies when coming in from the hot 468 

outside to the cold interior.  She wondered if the Energy Committee could look into this. 469 

 470 

18. Executive Session – Contracts – Anticipated 471 

 472 

Seeley said in accordance with Vermont’s Open Meeting Law requirements, she moved 473 

that the Board find that premature general knowledge of the consideration of contracts 474 

would clearly place the Selectboard at a substantial disadvantage, because the Select 475 

Board risks disclosing its litigation strategy if it discusses the contracts in public. Khan 476 

seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 6 in favor, 1 absent.  MOTION PASSED. 477 

 478 

Seeley further moved that the Board enter into Executive Session to discuss contracts 479 

and, under the provisions of Title 1, Section 313(a)(1) of the Vermont Statutes. Khan 480 

seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 6 in favor, 1 absent.  MOTION PASSED. 481 

 482 

The Board entered Executive Session at 9:01 p.m. 483 

 484 

19. Action on Matters Discussed in Executive Session 485 

 486 

The Board exited Executive Session at 9:14 p.m. upon motion by Khan, seconded by 487 

Asermily. 488 

 489 

20.  Adjourn 490 

 491 

The meeting adjourned at 9:15 p.m. upon motion by Khan, seconded by Fuentes-492 

George. 493 

 494 

The next meeting of the Middlebury Selectboard is Tuesday, July 9, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. in 495 

the Town Offices at 77 Main Street. 496 

 497 

Respectfully submitted, 498 

Beth Dow 499 

 500 


